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an act of noble disinterestedness that raised the British
far above the base level of every other empire known to
history. If the candidature of Prince Alfred had been
popular before, it now became simply irresistible. France
and Russia had their own partisans and candidates;
but, when the question was put to the vote, out of 241,202
citizens who voted, 230,016 gave their suffrages to the
English prince.

The British Government could not, of course, accept
this tribute of Hellenic homage ; for the three Protectors,
in accordance with the doctrine of the balance of power,
had long ago warned each other's reigning families off
the throne of Greece. Its passive acquiescence in the
movement which resulted in the election of Prince Alfred
was a mere diplomatic manoeuvre intended to let the
world see how the three Powers severally stood in
Greek esteem. Once this object achieved, and the field
swept clean of the rival candidates, it declined the honour.
The Hellenes were inspired to consider that the next
best thing to an English prince was an English nominee ;
and they begged England to name her man. The British
Government set to work to study the Almanack dc Gotha,
and the British Legation at Athens betook itself to the
same quaint little volume. During something like a
fortnight, telegrams came pouring in upon the English
Minister, submitting name after name : the list was as
long as it was illustrious, ranging from the King Consort
of Portugal to a microscopic Prince of Holstein. And all
the time the Athenians shouted themselves hoarse under
the windows of the British Legation. At last a suitable
person was found in Prince William of Denmark. The
British Government proposed him, the Greek people
accepted him, and on the 30th of October, 1863, he
ascended the Greek throne with the name of George I,